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Element Performance Inspection (EPI) Data Collection Tool 

4.2.8 Simulators / Training Devices (OP) 

Revision#:3 Revision Date:09/15/2009 
 
 
 

ELEMENT SUMMARY INFORMATION 
 

 
Scope of Element: 

Purpose (operator's responsibility): To ensure that simulators, training devices and training aids meet 
the requirements of the operator's FAA approved training program. 
 
Objective (FAA oversight responsibility): To determine:  

 The effectiveness of the operator's procedures in meeting the desired output of the process,  

 If the operator follows its procedures, controls, process measurements, and interfaces, and  

 If there were any changes in the personnel identified by the operator as having responsibility 
and/or authority, for the Simulators/Training Devices process. 

 
 
Specific Instructions: 

To accomplish this EPI, the inspector should have a basic understanding of the simulator approval 
process. This EPI should be accomplished at various locations where the operator trains its 
crewmembers. 
 
 
Related EPIs: 

Intentionally left blank 
 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

 
Regulatory Requirements: 

60.15, Initial qualification requirements 
60.16, Additional qualifications for a currently qualified FSTD 
60.17, Previously qualified FSTDs 
60.20, Applicability of sponsor rules to persons who are not sponsors and who are engaged in 
certain unauthorized activities 
60.25, Operation with missing, malfunctioning, or inoperative components 
121.135, Manual contents 
121.407, Training program: Approval of airplane simulators and other training devices. 
121.409, Training courses using airplane simulators and other training devices. 
121.921, Training devices and simulators 

 
Related CFRs & FAA Policy/Guidance: 

Related CFRs: 

Intentionally left blank 
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FAA Policy/Guidance: 

FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 19  
AC 120-40B, Airplane Simulator Certification  
AC 120-45A, Airplane Flight Training Device Qualification 
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EPI SECTION 1 -  PERFORMANCE OBSERVABLES 

Objective:      

The tasks and questions in this section of the EPI are designed to assist in determining if the operator 
follows its written procedures and controls and meets the established performance measures of the 
process. The initial series of questions address the output(s) of the process and the last several questions 
address whether or not various aspects of the process were followed. 
 

Tasks 

 The inspector shall accomplish the following tasks: 
 

1 Review the information listed in the Supplemental Information Section of this DCT. 
 

2 Review policies, procedures, instructions, and information for this element. 
 

3 Review the most recently accomplished Safety Attribute Inspection (SAI) for this element. 
 

4 Observe the performance of this element to gain an understanding of the procedures, instructions, 
and information. 
 

5 Discuss this element with the personnel who perform the duties and responsibilities required by the 
process. 
 

 

Questions 

1.1 Was the use of simulators and training devices consistent with authorizations 
and approvals? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

  
Related Performance JTIs: 

 1. Check at the Training Center, if the certificate holder has for its use, a 
simulator located outside the United States that it is approved, and is 
being used by U.S. operator's to train or certificate airmen from the 
United States. (JTI ID: 81) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-40B, Paragraph 7d 

2. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, 
an approved training device used for training of airmen within an 
operator's training program. (JTI ID: 83) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-45A, Paragraph 5a 

 

 

1.2 Were simulators and training devices maintained in accordance with the 
regulations? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

  
Related Performance JTIs: 

 1. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder that uses an 
airplane simulator or training device, to be used for training or checks, is 
given a daily functional preflight check before being used in accordance 
with certificate holder procedures. (JTI ID: 27) 
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 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(a)(4) 

2. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder, that uses an 
airplane simulator or training device for training or checks, has a daily 
discrepancy log kept with each discrepancy entered in that log by the 
appropriate instructor or check airman at the end of each training or 
check flight in accordance with certificate holder procedures. (JTI ID: 
29) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(a)(5) 

3. Check at the Training Center that a ground training device with varying 
levels of sophistication, used for systems integration training, was 
individually evaluated by the Principal Operations Inspector. (JTI ID: 77) 

 Sources: FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 19, Section 4, 
Paragraph 3-1179 

4. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, a 
simulator that was evaluated by the National Simulator Evaluation 
Program using procedures and criteria from this Advisory Circular. (JTI 
ID: 78) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-40B, Paragraph 7a 

5. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, 
an approved simulator(s) used for training or certification of airmen 
within an operator's training program. (JTI ID: 79) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-40B, Paragraph 7b 

6. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, a 
simulator specifically approved for the level of qualification for use within 
a specific training program. (JTI ID: 80) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-40B, dated 07/29/91, Paragraph 7c. 

7. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, 
Level 6 and Level 7 training devices that were evaluated and qualified 
by the National Simulator Evaluation Program. (JTI ID: 85) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-45A, Paragraph7c 

8. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, 
Level 2 through Level 5 training devices that were evaluated and 
qualified by the Principal Operations Inspector. (JTI ID: 86) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-45A, Paragraph7c 

 

1.3 Were training devices representative of the aircraft operated by the operator? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

  
Related Performance JTIs: 

 1. Check at the Training Center that hands on emergency drill training for 
items such as emergency exits and passenger oxygen systems should 
be conducted in a static aircraft, in an approved cabin mock up training 
device, or by use of an approved exit mock up training device in 
accordance with the certificate holder procedures. (JTI ID: 72) 

 Sources: FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 19, Section 4, 
Paragraph 3-1179 

2. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, a 
training device approved for the level of qualification for use within a 
specific training program. (JTI ID: 84) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-45A, Paragraph 5b 
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3. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, 
Level 6 and Level 7 training devices that were evaluated and qualified 
by the National Simulator Evaluation Program. (JTI ID: 85) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-45A, Paragraph7c 

4. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has, for its use, 
Level 2 through Level 5 training devices that were evaluated and 
qualified by the Principal Operations Inspector. (JTI ID: 86) 

 Sources: Advisory Circular 120-45A, Paragraph7c 

 

1.4 Was each simulator or training device used in a training course specifically 
approved for the operator? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

  
Related Performance JTIs: 

 1. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder uses an airplane 
simulator or training device approved for a training course that is 
specifically approved for the certificate holder, specifically approved for 
the type airplane and, if applicable, the particular variation within type, 
for which the training or check is being conducted, and specifically 
approved for the particular maneuver, procedure, or crewmember 
function involved. (JTI ID: 1) 

 Sources: 121.407(a)(1)(i) 

2. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has for its use an 
airplane simulator or training device that is being used for training that 
replicates the performance, functional, and other characteristics that are 
required for approval. (JTI ID: 15) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(a)(2) 

3. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has for its use an 
airplane simulator that is being used for training is modified to conform 
with any modification to the airplane being simulated that results in 
changes to performance required for approval. (JTI ID: 21) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(a)(3) 

4. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder that uses an 
airplane simulator or training device, to be used for training or checks, is 
given a daily functional preflight check before being used in accordance 
with certificate holder procedures. (JTI ID: 27) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(a)(4) 

5. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder, that uses an 
airplane simulator or training device for training or checks, has a daily 
discrepancy log kept with each discrepancy entered in that log by the 
appropriate instructor or check airman at the end of each training or 
check flight in accordance with certificate holder procedures. (JTI ID: 
29) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(a)(5) 

6. Check at the Training Center that if the certificate holder utilizes an 
airplane simulator, instead of the airplane, to satisfy the in-flight 
requirements of 121.439 and 121.441, Appendix E and F, it is approved 
and meets the appropriate simulator requirements of appendix H, and 
Part 60 and it has been accomplished in accordance with the certificate 
holder's procedures. (JTI ID: 65) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(c)(1); 121.407(c)(2) 

7. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has for its use an 
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airplane simulator that is evaluated and qualified by the National 
Simulator Program Manager and approved by the certificate holder’s 
Principal Operations Inspector. (JTI ID: 68) 

 Sources: FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 19, Section 6, 
Paragraph 3-1325 

8. Check at the certificate holder's airplane that emergency exits and 
passenger oxygen systems are being trained through the use of a static 
airplane. (JTI ID: 71) 

 Sources: FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 19, Section 4, 
Paragraph 3-1179 

 

1.5 Does the operator meet low-altitude wind shear training requirements by using 
an approved, type-specific simulator instead of an airplane? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Applicable 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

  
Related Performance JTIs: 

 1. Check at the Training Center that the certificate holder has available for 
use, an airplane simulator approved under this section which is used 
instead of the airplane to satisfy the pilot flight training requirements, 
prescribed in the certificate holder's approved low-altitude windshear 
flight training program, in accordance, with the certificate holder's 
procedures. (JTI ID: 67) 

 Sources: 121.135(b)(1); 121.407(d) 

 

 

1.6 Did the operator follow policies, procedures, instructions, and information for this 
element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

1.7 Did the operator follow controls for this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

1.8 Did the records for this element comply with the instructions? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

1.9 Were the process measurements for this element:  

 Effective in identifying actual or potential problems, and 

 Did the operator identify and take corrective action? 

 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

1.10 Were the observed interfaces identified and documented by the operator? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 
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 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

1.11 Were the observed interfaces, identified and documented by the operator, 
adequate to ensure that the intended results were achieved? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

 

EPI SECTION 1 -  PERFORMANCE OBSERVABLES 

Drop-Down Menu 

1. Personnel. 

2. Tools and Equipment. 

3. Technical Data. 

4. Policies, procedures, instructions, or information. 

5. Materials. 

6. Facilities. 

7. Controls. 

8. Process Measures. 

9. Interfaces. 

10. Desired Outcome. 

11. Other. 
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EPI SECTION 2 - MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY &  AUTHORITY OBSERVABLES 

Objective:      

Answers to questions in this section address the responsibility and authority of the people who manage 
this process. They will help determine if there is a qualified and knowledgeable person who:  

 Is responsible for the process,  

 Is answerable for the quality of the process, and  

 Has the authority to establish and modify the process.  

Note: The person with the authority may or may not be the person with the responsibility. 
 

Tasks 

 The inspector shall accomplish the following tasks: 
 

1 Identify the person who has overall responsibility for the processes associated with this element. 
 

2 Identify the person who has overall authority for the processes associated with this element.  
 

 Note: If there have been no major changes in key personnel or the program since the last SAI or 
EPI was accomplished, then only answer questions 1 and 2 below, and select "No Change" (N/C) 
for the remaining questions. If changes have occurred that affect the responsibility or authority 
attributes for this element, then accomplish all tasks and answer all questions. 
 

3 Review the duties and responsibilities for the person(s) who manage the processes associated with 
this element. 
 

4 Review the appropriate organizational chart. 
 

5 Discuss the processes associated with this element with the management personnel identified in 
tasks 1 and 2. 
 

6 Review the qualifications and work experience of the management personnel identified in tasks 1 & 
2. 
 

 

Questions 

2.1 Is the identified person who is responsible for the quality of the processes 
associated with this element actively filling that position? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.2 Is the identified person who has authority to establish and modify the operator's 
policies, procedures, instructions and information for the processes associated 
with this element actively filling that position? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.3 Does the responsible person know that he/she has responsibility for the 
processes associated with this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  



Revision Date: 09/15/2009 Rev # 3  
               

UNCONTROLLED COPY WHEN DOWNLOADED – Check Data Repository to verify that this data is current prior to use Page 9 of 10 

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.4 Does the person with authority know that he/she has authority for the processes 
associated with this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.5 Does the person with responsibility for the processes associated with this 
element meet the qualification and work experience standards? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.6 Does the person with authority to establish and modify the processes associated 
with this element meet the qualification and work experience standards? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.7 Does the person with responsibility understand the controls, process 
measurements, and interfaces associated with the processes associated with 
this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.8 Does the person with authority understand the controls, process measurements, 
and interfaces associated with this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.9 Does the person with responsibility know who has authority to establish and 
modify the processes associated with this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

2.10 Does the person with authority know who has the responsibility for the 
processes associated with this element? 
 

 Yes 

 No, Explain 

 Not Observable 

 Updated: Rev # 3 on 09/15/2009  

 Kind Of Question: Flag, Supplemental, Domestic  

   

 

EPI SECTION 2 - MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY &  AUTHORITY OBSERVABLES 

Drop-Down Menu 

1. Assignment of responsibility. 

2. Assignment of authority. 

3. Does not understand policies, procedures, instructions, or information. 

4. Does not understand controls. 

5. Does not understand process measurements. 

6. Does not understand interfaces. 

7. Span of control. 

8. Position vacant. 

9. Other. 
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